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BEN WITECK
Adapting to Rising Tides – Data & Science

Cory Copeland and Katie Fallon

Major: Conservation & Resource Studies
Minor: Geospatial Information Science & 
Technology

Interests: natural resource management, 
environmental planning, economics
Hobbies: jazz piano, guitar, DJing, hiking, 
camping
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SEA LEVEL RISE POLICY 
INVENTORY

Analyzed General Plans of 55 cities/towns 
and all 9 Bay Area counties

• Past inventories have considered 
Vulnerability Assessments, other 
planning documents

• Created inventory of individual policies, 
as well as SLR outcomes being planned 
for

• Based off work from UC Davis and UCSB 
research teams

Sorted each policy into 1+ policy categories, 
if applicable

• Developed from the One Bay Vision
• Generating Bay Adapt metrics to be 

added to dashboard, along with data 
visualizations
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SEA LEVEL RISE POLICY INVENTORY (CONTINUED)
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GABRIELLA CHAO
Bay Resources

Ashley Tomerlin and Julie Garren

Major: Conservation & Resource Studies

Interests: Indigenous justice and forestry

Hobbies: Reading, painting, hiking, reptiles
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SPECIAL STATUS 
SPECIES REPORTS
• 24 species status species
• Template for future species to 

be added
• Highlighting conservation 

concerns and work windows, 
mitigation efforts, etc.

• Increased efficiency for 
permit analysts to see the 
potential impacts of permits
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BAYRAT UPDATES
• Used by staff to access permit 

information
• Input permits and 

amendments to keep map 
accurate

• Updated missing permit 
types, locations, URLs, etc.

• Familiarized myself with 
permit structure
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JASMINE CASSIDY
CSU COAST Internship Program
Adapting to Rising Tides Team

Todd Hallenbeck and Kate Lyons

Major: Environmental Management and 
Protection

Minor: Sustainable Environments

Interests: Environmental planning and 
urban resilience

Hobbies: Hiking, traveling, volunteering, 
geography
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SHORELINE 
ADAPTATION PROJECT 
MAP (SAPMAP)

• EcoAtlas Project Tracker data entry 
for new and existing projects

• Managed spreadsheet to track 
progress & questions

• Facilitated communication with 
other entities (SFBJV, SFBRA, 
Caltrans, Water Board)

• Data is central input for the RSAP 
and Funding & Investment Strategy
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OTHER PROJECTS AND 
HIGHLIGHTS

• Bay Model Field Trip
• Learned about the Bay's history

• EcoAtlas/Project Tracker Data 
Administrators and Users 
Workshop

• Helped the 3hr+ workshop run 
smoothly

• COAST Professional Development 
Workshops

• Networked with panelists from 
NOAA, Cal State Agencies, NGOs, 
and grad students

• Presented at the 2nd Annual COAST 
Symposium
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OLIVIA LAMB
Public Access - Shoreline Development Intern

Ashley Tomerlin and Viktoria Kuehn

Major: Environmental Studies and Political 
Science

Interests: Intersection between policy and 
environment, Environmental Justice, & 
Sustainable Development 

Hobbies: Travelling, Singing, Cooking, 
Reading, Photography
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
PERMIT COMPARISON • Analyzed set of permits with 

special event provisions to note any 
trends to consider when permitting 
other public access spaces

• Multiple spaces for events ensures the 
same public access spaces are 
not continuously shut down; 
when authorizing permits, try 
finding additional spaces for events
• Constant closures may deter public 

from utilizing and circulating within 
public access spaces
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
PERMIT COMPARISON 
(CONTINUED)
•33% of permittees have 
permissions for higher level of 
public impact during special 
events but on average are smaller 
properties -- less public access 
space, closures are less 
detrimental to public circulation*

• For future consideration, use 
the size of property to 
determine the level of impact 
they should be authorized to 
have 

*both permits with entire impact are older permits, meaning site 
conditions and public access goals may be different from the present-day13



BAYRAT

•Update and fill in information 
gaps to keep BayRAT as up to date 
as possible
•Mapping public access associated 
with existing permits and adding 
new and missing permits related 
to public access
•Makes permit information more 
accessible to BCDC staff
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ATESSA ANOSHIRAVANI
Environmental Justice & 

Community Engagement Team
Phoenix Armenta

Major: Earth Systems

Interests: climate justice, health equity & 
environmental / social determinants of 
health, water management, 
climate communication

Hobbies: hiking, photography, swimming, 
running, reading, paddleboarding
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BCDC'S INSTAGRAM
Communication & Education

>30 posts, grew following 50%

• Educational posts: EJ, permit 
activities, social vulnerability 
mapping, etc.

• Intro to new staff: reached out 
to new staff for photos & 
introductions

• Miscellaneous: reels about 
happenings at BCDC, highlights 
from site visits, day in the life 
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SMALLER PROJECTS

Interviews & site 
Visits with EJ Advisors

Staff Training on 
History of 
Environmental Justice

Supported Regional 
Shoreline Adaptation 
Plan & Racial Equity 
Action Plan

Shoreline Leadership 
Academy: outreach, 
trainings, dictionary
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PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Stronger onboarding process with acronym definitions

2. Communication about meeting goals and bigger picture purposes 
of projects

3. Guidance on how to read policy materials & time to ask questions

4. More relevant site visits and with ALL interns
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PROGRAM STRENGTHS

1. Willingness of staff to meet and talk about their work

2. Professional development with Larry Goldzband

3. Flexible scheduling of workdays to allow for events, site visits, etc.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Commissioner Eddie Ahn 
Book Talk 

Site Visits

  Bay Adapt Summit
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THANK YOU!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Atessa Anoshiravani

atessa@stanford.edu
LinkedIn: atessa-anoshiravani

Ben Witeck

bcwiteck@berkeley.edu
LinkedIn: ben-witeck

Gabriella Chao

gabriella_chao@berkeley.edu
LinkedIn: gabriella-r-chao

Jasmine Cassidy

jccassid@calpoly.edu
LinkedIn: jasminecassidy

Olivia Lamb

olamb415@gmail.com
LinkedIn: olivia-lamb-
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