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. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

The Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) is proposing to construct a new multi-use pathway
intended to further promote non-motorized commute aliernatives and enhance recreational travel within
the City of Larkspur in Marin County, California (Figure 1). The Central Marin Ferry Connection
Multi-use Pathway project contains two phases (Phase I and 11). Phase I would include a mulu-use
pathway from the future Cal Park Hill Tunnel Pathway and Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART)
Larkspur Station located east of U.S. Highway 101 and north of East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard to the
existing multi-use pathway located south of East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard along the north bank of
the Corte Madera Creck (postmile [PM] 14.3 to PM 14.7) (Figure 2). The proposed pathway would be
located within the SMART, California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and city of Larkspur
rights-of-way. Phase II would include an extension of the Phase I multi-use pathway south over Corte
Madera Creck to Wornum Drive. This Initial Study has been prepared as part of the environmental
clearance process pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Central Marin
Ferry Connection Multi-use Pathway Phase I project (proposed project). Phase 11 has not yet been
planned or programmed and is not part this project’s scope.

If future funding is identified, Phase Il of the Central Marin Ferry Connection project would connect to
the Phase I multi-use pathway at its southern limit along the east side of U.S. Highway 101 to Womum
Drive. This would include an overcrossing above Corte Madera Creek and provide access to the
Greenbrae Boardwalk. Once completed, the entire Central Marin Ferry Connection project (i.e., Phases
[ and IT) would provide a continuous multi-use pathway from the Cal Park Hill Tunnel Pathway and the
future SMART Larkspur Station in the north to Wornum Drive in the south.

Phases 1 and 1] of the proposed project have independent utility with respect to each other, because cach
would serve their own purpose of providing non-motorized travel in the area and would occur regardless
of whether the other phase was to occur. The independent utility analysis does not include the Cal Park
Hill Tunnel Pathway since this is under construction and constitutes a baseline condition. If funding 1s
secured for the Central Marin Ferry Connection Phase 11 project, a separate environmental review would
be conducted in compliance with CEQA to assess this project’s potential environmental impacts.

Project Background

The County of Marin identified the need to improve the U.S. Highway 101 corridor from the Tamalpais
Drive interchange in the Town of Corte Madera to the East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard interchange in
the City of Larkspur (i.e., Greenbrae Corridor) in 1999. The need for improving the corridor was
recognized as a high priority at the regional planning level. With the 2004 passage of Regional Measure
2. funds were identified to further develop improvements within the Greenbrae Corridor. In
coordination with the Caltrans, TAM engaged the public in a series of public workshops (October 20,
2006; March 27, 2007; March 3, 2008; and September 27, 2008) designed to identify public concerns

and develop several pathway alteratives using context sensitive design principles to integrate
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stakeholder input into the project development process. This included considering the physical seting
and addressing community values as part of the public outreach process. In addition to identifying
motorized transportation alternatives throughout the Greenbrae Corndor, non-motorized commute
alternatives for the U.S. Highway 101/East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard interchange were developed.
These non-motorized alternatives included the improvements described in this proposed project. As a
result, this proposed project stems from the larger planning effort of the Greenbrae Corridor
improvements to provide non-motorized commute alternatives.

Project Need

Currently, north/south non-motorized travel is difficult at the U.S. Highway 101/East Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard interchange. This is due to East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard serving as a physical barrier to
non-motorized travel between the Cal Park Hill Tunnel Pathway (located north of the roadway) and the
existing multi-use pathway (located south of the roadway). Access to the existing multi-use pathway
from the north side of East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard requires travelers to cross the roadway at
Larkspur Landing Circle, which is located approximately 800 feet east of the pathway. Also, Corte
Madera Creek and the adjacent salt marsh provide a unique habitat viewing area with views of the San
Francisco Bay. Currently, access to view points is limited.

Project Purpose

The proposed project’s purpose is to improve public access and connectivity for non-motorized travel by
constructing a new East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard multi-use pathway overcrossing east of the U.S.
Highway 101/East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard interchange. This proposed project would also improve
access to the viewpoints for the public to view the Corte Madera Creek salt marsh area and San
Francisco Bay by constructing an elevated path along the north bank of Corte Madera Creek. This
proposed project is important to central Marin County, as it would provide safe and convenient non-
motorized access between local transit facilities (i.e., future SMART Larkspur Station) and the existing

Larkspur Ferry Terminal. The proposed project would also improve access to schools, business centers,
and residential communities.

Project Description
The proposed project would include the following construction activities:

Non-molorized Access Improvements

e Construct a new multi-use pathway that extends from the existing Cal Park Hill Tunnel Pathway
to East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard.

e Construct a new multi-use pathway overcrossing structure and approach ramps at East Sir
Francis Drake Boulevard.

Central Marin Ferry Connection September 2010
Transporation Authority of Marin 5



e Construct a new access ramp from the sidewalk on the north side of East Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard to the new overcrossing.

» Construct an approach ramp for the multi-use pathway south of Fast Sir Francis Drake

Boulevard with viewing arcas above the salt marsh arca and Corte Madera Creck.

e Construct a new access ramp that conforms to the existing multi-use paths and repave the
existing multi-use pathway south of East Siv Francis Drake Boulevard from the U.S. Highway

FOT northbound off-ramp structure to the Larkspur Ferry Terminal entrance.
Other Construction Elements

¢ Conduct a gcotechnical survey.

» Construct retaining walls at various locations along the multi-usc pathway.

» Construct new sidewalks, curbs, and gutters along East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard.

» - Install signage, striping, lighting, screening, handrails, fencing, landscaping, truncated domes,
and/or bollards,

e Construct stormwater swales and detention basins,

e Remove or retrofit a portion of the existing railroad trestle,

¢ Rclocate and protect existing utilitics.

e Construct temporary construction access areas within the salt marsh and Corte Madera Creek.

As it relates to the other construction clements. a portion of the existing railroad trestle would be
removed as a part of this project to accommodate the multi-use pathway. The remaining portions

around the pathway will need to be structurally evaluated to determine if retrofitting will he required.

Additionally, constructing the new multi-use pathway, conducting preconstruction activitics (c.g.,

gcotechmeal survey}, and removing or retrofitting the existine railroad trestle would require the
o ol =} s S

construction of temporary access arca within the sensitive arcas of the tidal salt marsh. No construction

would oceur within the open waters of Corte Madera Creck. However. a barge may be used during

construction. which would be located within the crock.

Referto Figures 3 and H Tor photo simulations of the proposed multi-use pathway at the East Sir Francis

Drake Boulevard (Appendix A2 13). Figure 5§ shows a cross sectional view of the proposed pathway.

Environmental Setting

Fhe propesed project s ocated within the Sun Franciseo By reaion, specifically on the Marin
Penmsula of the North Rav. The Study Area, which meludes the project footprint 6,859 qeres (2 79

hectares) and the immediately adjacent arcas. is located in an urbanized setting with natural arcas

surrounded by transportation infrastructure as well as commercial and residential development.
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Figure 3. Photo simulation showing the proposed multi-use pathway overcrossing at East
Sir Francis Drake Boulevard. View is facing west from westbound East Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard. The design of the overcrossing has not yet been completed, and, as such, this
photo simulation may not accurately reflect the final design.

& . 5 e E it

Figure 4. Photo simulation showing the proposed multi-use pathway from the U.S.
Highway 101 roadway. View is facing east from northbound U.S. Highway 101 roadway.
The design of the overcrossing has not yet been completed, and. as such, this photo
simulation may not accurately reflect the final design.
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A portion of the Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit's (SMART) right-of-way (previously operated by the
Northwestern Pacific Railroad), which includes railroad tracks and an unused trestle over Corte Madera
Creck, runs north and south throughout the Study Area. The proposed project has been identified in the
Marin Countywide Plan (CWP) as a proposed trail (Appendix A: 1).

The proposed project can generally be divided into two sections (north and south) that are separated by
Eust Sir Francis Drake Boulevard. The northern section is bound by East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard
to the south, U.S. Highway 101 to the west, the Cal Park Hill Tunnel Pathway to the north, and
privately-owned land to the cast. This section contains upland natural arcas with surrounding adjacent
transportation infrastructure, as well as residential and commercial developments. The southern section
is bound by Corte Madera Creck to the south, U.S. Highway 101 to the west, East Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard to the north, and privately-owned land to the east. This section contains wetland and upland
habitat and Corte Madera Creck with surrounding adjacent transportation infrastructure, as well as
residential and commercial developments. ,

Geology

The proposed project is located within nine miles of the San Andreas Fault Zone. Review of the
resource maps maintained by the Marin County Community Development Agency determined that that
proposed project is not located within an Alquist Priolo Zone or other seismic hazard area. According to
the “Liquefaction Susceptibility Hazard” Map (2-11) in the Marin CWP (Appendix A: 1), the Study
Area is located within areas considered to be of very high and high potential for liquefaction. The
subsurface condition was evaluated as part of an initial geotechnical investigation, and it was determined
that overall liquefaction potential is relatively low. The area has also not been identified by the
California Geologic Survey as a hazard zone for liquefaction of landslides. However, the San Francisco
Bay Area is considered a seismically active region (Appendix A: 4).

Hydrology

The proposed project is located within the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB) jurisdiction in the Bay Bridges Hydrologic Unit within the San Rafael Hydrologic Area.
There is one direct receiving water body: Corte Madera Creck, which is located at the southern portion
of the Study Area. The Corte Madera Marsh State Ecological Reserve is located south of the creek and
is an indirect receiving water body, which drains to Central San Francisco Bay approximately 0.4 mile
downstream of the proposed pathway. Corte Madera Creck 1s tidally influenced and considered a
navigable water of the United States. The proposed pathway would not be constructed within Corte
Madera Creck. However, it would be constructed within the tidal salt marsh. Corte Madera Creek and
San Francisco Bay are included on the California Water Act (CWA) 303(d) List of Water Quality
Limited Segments and therefore do not meet water quality standards (Appendix A: 8, 23

Central Marin Ferrv Connection September 2010
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Cireenhouse Gas Frmssions

The natural process through which heat is retained in the carth’s atmosphere is called the “greenhausce

¢ffect.™ Grreenhouse Gases (GHGs) ahsarb long-wave (thermal) radiation and trap it in the bottom lave

of the atmosphere. Without this natural "greenhouse effeet.”
than they arc now. and life as we know it today would not he possible. However during the past
century, humans have substantially added to the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere by

burning fossil fucls such as coal, natural gas, oil, and gasoline to power cars, factorics. utilitics, and

appliances. The added gases. primarily that of carbon dioxide and methane, are enhancing the natural

greenhouse effect and contributing Lo an increase in global average temperature
the potency of individual GHGs, scientists have established a Global Warming

and related chimate

changes. To gauge
Potential (GWP) for cach GHG based on its ability to absorb and re-radiate Ionu—\-\'a\-’c radiation. The
GWP of a gas is determined using carbon dioxide as the reference gas with a GWP of

Gireenhouse gases include. but are not limited to, the following:

“lemperatures would be about 60°F lower

* Carbon dioxide (COz). Carbon dioxide is the most widely emitted GHG and is the reference gus

(GWP of 1) for determining the GWP for other GHGs.

o Methane (CHy). Methane is emitted from biogenic sources, incomplete combustion in forest

pre s

fires, landfills, manure management, and leaks in natural gas pipelines. Methane is the primar
component of natural gas. which is used for space and water heating. steam production. and

power generation. The GWP of methane 1s 21.

e Nitrous oxide (N.O). Nitrous oxide is produced by both natural and human-related sources.
Primary human-related sources include agricultural soil management, animal manure
management. sewage treatment. mobile and stationary combustion of fossil fuel. adipic acid

production. and nitric acid production. The GWP of nitrous oxide is 310

¢ IHydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). HFCs are typically used as refrigerants for hoth stationary
refrigeration and mobile atr conditioning.

6,300 for HFC-2361a.

e Perfluorocarhons (PFCs). PFCs are compounds consisting of carbon and MTuarine. They are
] 2 3

primarily created as a byproduct of aluminum production and semiconductor manufacturing

GWPs of PFCs range from 5.700 to 11.900.

e Sulfur hewalluonde, Sulfur hexafluoride 1s 4 colorless. odorless, nontosic. nonflammable vus.
18 most commonly used as an electrical msulator in high-voltage equipment that transmits and
distributes ¢

[ntergovernmental Panct on Chimate Change (IPCC) with a GWP of 23.900.

P
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o  Water vapor (H-0). Although water vapor has not received the scrutiny of other GHGs, 1t 1s the
primary contributor 1o the greenhouse effect. Water vapor and clouds contribute 66 to 85 percent
of the greenhouse effect (water vapor alone contributes 36 to 66 percent) (Schmdt 2005'). The
1PCC has not determined a GWP for water vapor.

Human activities (such as motor vehicle use, energy production, and land development) also result in
both direct and indirect emissions that have contributed to highly elevated concentrations of GHGs in
the atmosphere. According to the California Air Resources Board, transportation alone accounts for
nearly 40 percent (estimated) of California’s GHG emissions. Emissions atiributable to transportation
are largely a result of the majority of California’s urban growth that is characterized by travel-inducing
features such as: low density, unbalanced land uses separating jobs and housing, and a focus on single-
occupancy vehicle travel. With a growing population and economy, California’s total GHG emissions
continue to increase. This rapid rate of increase in GHG emissions causes a change in the composition of
atmospheric gases that may cause life threatening and adverse environmental consequences. Some of
the potential impacts of global warming may include loss in snow pack, rise of sea levels, changes n
weather (including heat waves), an increase in the number of ozone days, erosion of California’s
Coastline, increased number and size of large forest fires, and increased number of drought years.

Marin County Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan

In October of 2006, the Marin County Board of Supervisors adopted the Marin County Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Plan (Plan). The Plan sets a target to reduce GHG emissions 15-20 percent below year 1990
levels by the year 2020 for internal government emissions, as well as a reduction target of 15 percent
below 1990 Countywide levels for the entire County. Currently, the Plan identifies resources and
programs to reduce GHG emissions in concert with internal measures in place through the Department
of Public Works adopted Countywide Plan Update (adopted November 2007). The emissions reduction
measures identified in the Plan include building energy use, transportation, waste management, and land

use planning.

Biological Resources

Veoetation and Wildlife Habitat

Historically, the Study Area was dominated by tidal salt marshes and upland habitats. Currently, the
natural arcas generally consist of disturbed terrestrial and aquatic areas. The terrestrial areas, which are
located in the upland portion of the Study Area, include the following land cover types: ruderal
vegetation, non-native grassland, northern coastal salt marsh wetlands (tidal salt marsh), native trees.
and landscaped areas. The aquatic areas include Corte Madera Creck and tidal channels.

] 5 . ~ ; % - \ . AQns
Rea! Climate. “Water Vapour: Feedback or Forcing?” hitp:' w ww realclimate.org index.php archives 200304 water-y apour-feedback-or-
forcing =more-142. Apn} 6. 2003,
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Terrestrial arcas

Ruderal vegetation is the term used to describe roadside vegetation composed of primarily upland
weedy, non-native grasses and forbs. 1Uis the predominant vegetation 1ype in the Study Arca. Fxatic
and highly mvasive species are common and include the following species: French broom (Gemisia
monspessulana), sweet fennel (Foenicuhum videare). Himalayan blackberry (Rubus discalor), and
pampas grass ( Coriaderia selloana). Vegcetation within the wetland consists mainly of pickleweed
(Sarcocornia pacifica) and saltgrass (Distichilis spicata). The Study Arca contains two native specics of
trees. redwood (Sequaoia sempervirens) and coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia), as well as additional non.

native trees (e.g. Eucalvptus sp. and Acacia sp.).

Corte Madera Creek is the main perennial watercourse within the Study Arca, which originates in the
foothills of Mount Tamalpais and joins the San Francisco Bay in the Town of Larkspur (east of the
Study Arca). Tidal channels are also located within the Study Arca along the northern bank of the Corte
Madera Creek. Annual precipitation for the area is 31 inches, and the mean high water ¢levation is 2.5

fcet above mean sea level.

Special-status Species

The Study Area 1s located in the San Rafael U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute quadrangle. A
list of federally endangered and threatened species that may occur within the San Rafael and seven
surrounding USGS 7.5-minute quadrangles was obtained online from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) website on May 6, 2008. and updated on February 4, 2010. The USFWS, California
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), and California Native Plant Society (CNPS) electronic
inventories were quericd for the quadrangle in which the Study Area occurs as well as for the seven
adjacent quadrangles. The following federally listed threatened or endangered species were identified as
having the potential to occur in the Study Arca: California clapper rail (Rallus longirostris obsoletus).
salt marsh harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys ravivenirisy. tidewater goby. Central California Coast
stecthead (Oncorfivichus mvkive). and Central California Coast coho salmon (Oncarlynchus kisutch).
Additionally, Corte Madcera Creck has heen designated as eritical habitat for Central California Coast
steelhead and Central California Coast coho salmon, as well as designated as essential fish hahitat for
Central California Coast coho salmon. One state listed-only threatened or endangered species was
identified as having potential to occur: the Califormia black rail (Lareratius jamaicensis coturniculis).
Although 1t was determined that special-status plant species have the potential (o oceur within the Study -

N

Arca, botanmical surveys conducted during the spring and summer of 2008 determined that none were

he udal sadt marsh wetland. open waters ol Corie Madera Creck, and the ndal channels are the habiat
tvpes that may provide potentially suitable habitat for sensitive species. The wetland habitat provides
stniable habitat for the Califormia clapper rail. California black rail. and the salt marsh harvest mouse.
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Corte Madera Creek and tidal channels provide suitable habitat for tidewater goby. Central California
Coast steelhead, and Central California Coast coho salmon.

The remaining portion of the project area north of East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard is upland habitat
composed mainly of ruderal, native trees, and landscaped areas. The native trees may be potentially
suitable habitat for sensitive species, specifically birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.
These trees may be used by birds for nesting and foraging (Appendix A: 10).

Hazardous Materials

A Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (Phase 1 ESA) was conducted to determine whether
recognized environmental conditions are present at the proposed project site. A Federal, State, and
Local agency database search indicated that two hazardous materials release sites were identified within
one-quarter mile of the project site. The two hazardous materials release sites have been closed,
indicating that regulatory agency oversight of remedial and/or monitoring activities have been
completed. A geological map of the project area does not indicate any naturally-occurring asbestos rock
(ultramafic) at the project site. The proposed project site was developed for railroad services, parking,
and roads. The Phase I ESA identified the following contaminants of potential concern:

« Pesticides, herbicides, creosote, and metals in shallow soils adjacent to railroad tracks.

e Petroleum hydrocarbons and associated compounds in shallow soils associated with the use of an
unpaved parking lot.

e Creosote and metals in abandoned railroad ties and existing boardwalk beams and planks.

e Acrially-deposited lead in shallow soils_Wilhin approximately 30 feet of East Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard and the northbound on- and off- ramps for U.S. Highway 101.

It was determined that aerially-deposited lead in undisturbed soils near the intersection of East Sir
Francis Drake Boulevard and U.S. Highway 101 was the only contaminant of potential concern that may
affect the proposed project. The Phase 11 Soil Investigation determined that the soil did not contain total
lead above residential environmental screening levels (Appendix A: 11, 12).

Aesthetic/Visual Resources

Generally, the proposed project setting focuses on the crossroads of two regional travel ways (U.S.
Highway 101 and East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard) and a navigable stream (Corte Madera Creek). The
majority of the Study Area is made-up of roadway, landscaped highway vegetation, railroad, and natural
creek shoreline. U.S. Highway 101 and the railroad embankment within a wooden trestle run south and
north in this highly urbanized area of Larkspur. East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard and Corte Madera
Creek bisect the Studv Area in an east—west direction. Corte Madera Creek 1s a large perennial creek.

Central Marin Ferry Connection

September 2010
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which is open o boating. that fTows mto the San Francisco Bay just cast of the Study Arca. The hanks
of Corte Madera Creek provide the only salt marsh habitat in the Study Area. and the creek is open
the pubhic. The Corte Madera Creek path and East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard multi-use path link the

cast and west sides of U.S. Highway 101 for pedestrians and cyelists,

U.S. Highway 101 provides a north--south connection ta the citics of San Francisco and Santa Rosa.
Within the Study Arca, U.S. Highway 101 is not designated as a state scenic highway. East Sir Francis
Drake Boulevard provides an castward route to Interstate 380 and the San Rafael Richmond Bay
Bridge. To the west. Fast Sir Francis Drake Boulevard serves as gateway 1o the Gireenbrac community
the town of San Anselmo. and State Iighway 1. all leading to the Point Reyes National Scashore.

There are three landscape units within the Study Area that are defined by natural topographic features
and the two transportation corridors. The landscape units include: 1) the natural resources and highway
bridge undersides along the Corte Madera Creek corridor, 2) the highway corridor of U.S. Highway 101,

and 3) the urban street corridor of East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard with its mixed-use commercial land

uses facing the street.

The viewing audience includes two groups that are categorized by what they can see as they move
ihrough the project Study Arca, The first group includes motorists that could view the proposcd project
(rom U.S. Highway 101 or East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard. The second group includes commuters.
residents, employees, or owners of commercial business and recreational viewers who pass through the
area on foot, by bicycle or boat, or as visitors to viewpoints such as Mt. Tamalpais or Corte Madera

Creck (Appendix Az 13).
Cultural Resources

The project area of potential effect (APE) consists almost entirely of a narrow north- south trending
corridor in an urbanized setting and runs along the abandoned Northwestern Pacific Railroad line. A
record scarch arbund the proposed project corridor identified two pre-historic and one historic cultural
The two pre-historic resources lie north of Corte Madera Creek. However. neither falls within
is the 0.5-mile segment of the Northwestern Pacific railroad’s

resource.

the project APE. The historic resource
main line, which includes a trestle over Corte Madera Creck. This section of railroad extends from
approximately PM 147 at Corte Madera Creek northward to approximately PM 153, It follows a
- southeasterly path that ?L‘HK‘I'IIH_\” parallels ULS. Thighway 101 on the cast side untul East Sir Franeis

Drake Boulevard, where it then takes to a more southern course 1o Corte Madera Creck. The segment
includes a portion ol a wood trestle constructed 1924, which connects to the bascule bridge over the
creek. The ratlroad segment north of East Sir Francis Drake Boulevard is no longer in service. and

vegetation and carth cover the tracks and ballast (Appendix A: 14,13 T0).

Septentber 2010
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Regulatory Setting and Permit Requirements

The proposed project would require permits and/or approvals from Federal, State, and local agencies,

which would be secured during final design and prior to construction. These permits include:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) (CWA Section 404 Permit)

o USFWS, National Marine Fisheries Service (Biological Opinion/Incidental Take Permit)
« CDFG (Section 1602 Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement)

o San Francisco Bay RWQCB (CWA Section 401 Permit)

 San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) (Administrative
Permit)

o County of Marin Department of Public Works (Creek Permit)
e Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit (Encroachment Permit)

» City of Larkspur (Heritage Tree Ordinance Permit)

¢ City of Larkspur (Encroachment Permit)

e Caltrans (Encroachment Permit)

Central Marin Ferry Connection

September 2010
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i, CIRCULATION AND REVIEW
This Initial Study 15 being eirculated to all agencies that have jurisdiction over the subject property or

natural resources afTected by the project to attest to the completeness and adequacy of the in Fm‘m:nmn

ontamed 1 the Initial F&*udy as it relates to the concerns. which are zermane to the agency's
urisdictional authority In addition, the document was made available for puhlic review for a per

30 days (June 3. 2010 o July 2. 2010)
Iv., EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

Pursuant to Section 13063 of the State CEQA Guidelines and the County Environmental Impact Repont
(LIR) Guidelines. Marin County would prepare an [nitial Study for all projects not categorically cxenipt
from the requirements of CEQA. The Initial Study cvaluation is a preliminary analysis of a project that
provides the County with information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare an EI
Negative Declaration. The points enumerated below describe the primary procedural steps undertaken

by the County in completing an Initial Study checklist evaluation, and, in particular. the manner n

R or

which significant environmental effects of the project are made and recorded.

A, The determination of significant environmental effect is to be based on substantial evidence
contained in the administrative record and the County's environmental database consisting ol
factual information regarding environmental resources and environmental goals and policics
relevant to Marin County. As a procedural device for reducing the size of the Initial Study
document. relevant information sources cited and discussed in topical sections of the checklist

evaluation are incorporated by reference into the checklist (e.g.. general plans, zoning

Each of these information sources has heen assigned a number which ts shown in

wmber on the databuse

ordinances)
parcnthesis following cach topical question and which corresponds to a

source list provided herein as Appendix A, Other sources used or individuals contacted may also

he cited i the discussion of tapical 1ssues where appropriale.

B In ceneral, a Negative Declaration shall be prepared for a project subject to CEQA when cither
— - l o . <
the Iniual Study demonstrates that there is no substantial evidence that the pr.:i-.f'ul may have ane

or morce significant ¢ffects on the environment. A Newative Declaration shall alse be prepared of
the Tnitial Study identfies potentially -iii.,’l']”—}t';im cffects, but revisions to the project made by oy
|

agreed to by the applicant priar to release of the Negative Declaration for public review would

avold or reduce such effeets toa level of less than sionificant. and there is ho substantial
A

evidence that the project as revised would have a significant effect on the environment.

denature block is mrovided in Section VI of this Bntal Study 1o verify that the project sponsor
as aorecd foomesrnoraie mitiealion messnres o ihe project i conformance it this
[ t
¢ Vi answers to the topical guestions must take into account the whole of the action involved.

mctucdine off-site as well as on-stie. cumulative as well as ;’nu_j-g\"r]t'\ elondireet as well as direct,

I CHon Septerher D0
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and construction as well as operational impacts. Significant unavoidable cumulative impacts
shall be identified in Section VI of this Initial Study (Mandatory Findings of Significance).

B A brief explanation shall be given for all answers except "Not Applicable.’

1

ANSWers are

adequately supported by the information sources cited in the parenthesis following each
question. A "Not Applicable" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information
sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the
project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "Not Applicable" answer shall be discussed where 1t
is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project would not

expose sensitive receptors to pollutants based on a project-specific screening analysis).

E. "Less Than Significant Impact” is appropriate if an effect 1s found to be less than significant
based on the project as proposed and without the incorporation of mitigation measures

recommended in the Initial Study.

E, "Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated" applies where the incorporation of recommended

mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less than
Significant Impact." The project sponsor must describe the mitigation measures and briefly
explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from

Section V, "Earlier Analyses", may be cross-referenced).

G. "Significant Impact" is appropriate if an effect is significant or potentially significant, or if the
project sponsor lacks information to make a finding that the effect is less than significant. If
there are one or more cffects that have been determined to be significant and unavoidable, an

EIR shall be required for the project.

H. The answers in this checklist have also considered the current CEQA Guidelines and the Initial

Study Checklist contained in those Guidelines.

Central Marn Ferry Connection
Transportation Authority of Marn
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V. ISSUES (and Supporting Information Sources):

i LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would the proposal:

a)  Conflict with applicable Countywide Significant  Potenually Less than Not
Plan desionation or zoning standards? Impact Significant Significant  Applicable
(source #(s): 1,2, 3) Unless Impact

Mitigated

[ ]

[ ] [X]

The determination of policy consistency as discussed in this Initial Study section represents TAM s
interpretation of current local plans. policies, and regulations. However, this Initial Study does not

determine policy consistency.

Policy inconsistencies may not necessarily indicate significant environmental effects. Section 15338¢h)
of the CEQA Guidelines states that “effects analyzed under CEQA must be related to a physical change
in the environment.” Thercfore, only those policy inconsistencies that would lead to a significant cffoct
on the physical environment are considered significant impacts pursuant to CEQA. Where potentially
significant environmental impacts are raised in the discussion below, they have been mitigated to a less-
than-significant level. Therefore. project activities are determined to be consistent with the relevant
policies cited. Mitigation measures arc addressed further in the topical impact sections following plan

policy analysis.

Land use designations, and consequently the development of the project site, are governed by the
objectives of the Marin CWP, the City of Larkspur General Plan, and Title 22 of the Marin County
Code. The proposed project is located within the City Centered Corridor as defined by the Marin CW'P
and 1s located in an undesignated arca idenufied by Map 3.2: Lucky Drive ArearGreenbrae Boardhwalk

Land Use Palicy Map in Plunning Area 5 (Lower Ross Valley) (Appendix A: ).

Marin Countywide Plan

Consistent: — The proposed project would not require any land use designavon amendments. Further,

the proposed Land Division Precise Development Plan. Master Plan Waiver. aind future

use would be consistent with the Marin CWP Land Use Designation.

Comnection
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APPENDIX B

MITIGATION AND MONITORING REPORT PLAN
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|3 Visual Resource Impact Assessment Report -~ Jucobs (2010)

14, Historic Resources Evaluation Report - TRP (2010)

15. Archacological Survey Report - Far Western (2009)
6. Subsurface Geoarchacological Investigations Report - Far Western (2009)
7. Comnmuumity Impacts Assessment - Jacobs (2010)

~ Cannection
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